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Yae events I am about to describe occurred in earily 1969 while I

wags assigned to CORDS/Vietnam &as
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gional headguarters. At that time. I was a First Lieutenant in the Un-
ited States ¥arine Corps and on a voluntary extension of an initial

thirteen month tour in Vietnam. My selection into CORDS was based on

-

ry combat infantry experience, my fluency in Vietnamese and Freanch, and
rmy training in psycholoo.ca* cpereations. Since then, I completed ny
taree years of active duty in March,1970, and resicned my comuission at
the end of my six year service oblication.

The possible confirmaticon of Ampassador William E. Colby as the
Director of Ceatral Intelligence disturbs me because I have believed
for a long time that he has aever explained fully the Phoenix Program
“at its' operational level. Furthermore, he has never, to my knowledge,
offered anything more than vague statements on his efforts either to
cezse the widespread killings cccurring under the Phoenix Program oOx

co divest the United States of any involvement in the assassi on of

Specifically, in testimony before the Committee on Government Op-

- 2

erations in 71, Ambassador Colby answered questions on the Phoenix

Progrem by resorting to evasive and misléeading bureaucratic language

w

L.

te distinguish Phoenix policy from operations, and to claim that only

& few abuses cccurred at the lececal level, and thosge without the approv-—

However, I attended a meeting in 1969 at which Mr. Colby was told

.cenix, and the many aobuses

3yt

R i g T e o 2y e o Tt e =
GLITECUTLY &o0ut the operational prosiems of P

cccurcing et the local level. From this breifing, he could only conclude
whnalt Larce gaps existed between Phoenix policy in Saigon and operations
in che Jield. Until Mr. Colby provide a complete of the Phoenix Pro-
CIILTG anG A, pg%g_g Fo ';REIS?SeI 200 qgcl.gfs foie) atD 17:580(9 % 900 6(;)_ 0\?8%74'1L at in lPhoen-
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arusaes La the program and the lack of hard o

the nurber of “VCI Xilled" +to countinue to ciia
and 19717 What specific actiocon:s were taken, or speciiic
sved to disengage United States supsort of Phoenix? What
straints were placed on Phoenix o;eratérs ag  a result of My, Colbv's
~aearning of abuses in the Phoenix Program? What requirements for the re-

cticn of it to be a nininum requivemaenit Lo h
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